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Dani Underhill, President

I always seem to find myself full of excitement as 
December arrives. Perhaps because it means the 
magic of snow is near, or that it is my birth month, 
or maybe because this season usually holds such 
quiet joy and love all around us, or a new year around 
the corner full of possibilities. Whatever the reason, I 
have always enjoyed the last month of the year.

While While we have come a long way from last year when 
our business community was limping, and individuals 
were full of anxiety and frustration, some of the 
same thoughts from twelve months ago still ring 
true. The light we ignite shines so bright, especially 
when shared with others.

It It takes minimal effort to spark that light. Purchase 
everything you want or need at a local business, big 
or small. And I mean everything. Athens County has 
it all or can get it all – just ask. Leave a review for 
your favorite business on their Facebook, Google, 
TTripAdvisor or wherever they have reviews available. 
Interact with their social platforms, share their 
posts and stories, and tag or check-in there. When 
you use their product or service, make your own post 
about how great it was. 

The The easiest way to shine is to lean into joy. Joy 
presents itself in so many subtle ways that it is easy 
to miss. Find whatever form joy takes for you and 
lean in hard. You may find joy in baking sweets, 
bingeing shows, creating art, reading a book, or 
cuddling your family- furry or otherwise. No matter 
what, just lean into your own joy and spread it to 
otheothers this December.

Shine On,



Distinguished Service 
Holzaepfel Economic Impact 
Jon Sparhawk Small Business 

of the Year 
Young Professional of the Year

Community Support 
Find more information about each category, a list of 
past award winners, and the nomination form at

www.athenschamber.com/awards

Nominate chamber members and their employees for the 
Annual Chamber Awards in the following categories:

CALL FOR 
ANNUAL AWARD NOMINATIONS!

50th Anniversary Gala
THE ANNUAL DINNER MEETING

and

www.athenschamber.com/awards
www.athenschamber.com/awards


On Wednesday, November 17th, the Athens Area Chamber held our November 
Business After Hours at College Bookstore, located at 50 S. Court Street in 
Athens. College Book Store is a full service Ohio University bookstore, and 
features a large school supplies department, an art supplies section, and the 
largest section of Ohio University clothing and souvenirs available anywhere. 
Attendees got started on their holiday shopping while connecting with each 
other over local refreshments. 

On Thursday, November 11th, PATH Behavioral Healthcare celebrated the grand 
opening of its office at 306 W. Union Street. Members of the Athens Area 
Chamber and the Athens community gathered for a ribbon cutting and to 
learn more about PATH Behavioral, which offers a full continuum of 
behavioral health services from psychiatry, medical services, therapy, 
and case management. Learn more about them at https://pathihc.com/. 

Path Behavioral Healthcare 
staff, Chamber members, 
and community members 
celebrate the ribbon cutting 
and grand opening.

www.pathihc.com


www.athenschamber.com/holidays


The Alzheimer’s Association would like to thank the Athens Chamber and its 
members for their support of the Southeastern Ohio Walk to End Alzheimer's.  
Held on Sunday, October 17, 2021, at the Athens Community Center, the walk 
was attended by 399 participants and raised over $42K – which far exceeded 
the Alzheimer’s Association’s goal of $35K. Now that’s community support! 

You can reach the Alzheimer’s Association’s free 24/7 helpline at 800-272-3900.

Photos provided by Alzheimer’s Association. 

mcarpenter@lex-aurum.com
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This winter it’s more important than ever to 
Keep the Cheer Here in Athens by supporting 
the local businesses who support the area 
where you live, work, and play. Shop with our 
local service providers and businesses to find 
unique gifts found only in Athens for your 
family and friends and feel good knowing 
that that for every dollar spent at a local 
business, over half of that amount stays in 
Athens and goes back to enrich the 
community.

According to the Small Business Economic 
Impact Study, a county-level economic 
analysis on shopping small commissioned in 
2018 by American Express, $0.67 of every 
dollar spent at a local business stays in the 
local community. But what does that mean 
exactly? If $100 is spent at a local business, 
out out of the $67 that stay in Athens, $44 goes 
to the small business owner and their 

www.athenschamber.com/holidays
kristin@athenschamber.com


Unless otherwise noted, all images © 2021 Kristin Slemmer, Athens Area Chamber of Commerce.

www.athenschamber.com
kristin@athenschamber.com
dawn@athenschamber.com
dani@athenschamber.com

	Award Call for Nominations
	November 2021 Ribbon Cutting and BAH
	Gala STD Uptown for Holidays
	December 2021 Member News AUBA BBHSTD

