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Dani Underhill, President

As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the incorporation of the Athens Area 
Chamber, we must admit that our business landscape has changed a lot 
since 1972. While some of the places we knew no longer have a storefront 
in our town, many continue to achieve success and growth. These are the 
companies that have refined and strengthened their business through 
changes in ownership, address, and evolving brands and names. They are 
businesses who are committed to the civic well-being of Athens, who are 
part of the boapart of the boards and committees that sustain our non-profit community, 
who support our youth and most-vulnerable, and act as mentors to rising 
professionals. They are the businesses that make up our Chamber, and as 
we move forward, we are excited to continue to serve and support those 
businesses and our thriving business community.

2021 was a very busy year at the Chamber as we look toward the future. 
We continued hosting some of our historical events, including the 
Golf Benefit, monthly Business Before and After Hours networking events, 
and Lunch and Learns, which we do in partnership with the Entrepreneurial 
Development Group (EDG). Thankfully, we were able to be in person for our 
large events, including the 5th Annual Athens Area Women’s Summit, which 
was held as our first hybrid event. We welcomed 75 folks in person and 
entertained another 20 virtually, and our Planning Committee is already 
working to plan the next Women’s Summit, which will be held on 
October 21, 2022.October 21, 2022.

The Chamber also assisted with the planning and promotion of Uptown for 
the Holidays – a nearly month-long event celebrating the uniqueness of our 
uptown retailers. And our uptown area is now home to a DORA 
(Designated Outdoor Refreshment Area) thanks to the initiative and time 
spent by Chamber staff and AUBA members.  

In 2021 we celebrated new businesses with 4 Ribbon Cuttings and In 2021 we celebrated new businesses with 4 Ribbon Cuttings and 
welcomed 21 new member businesses and organizations to the Chamber. 
Our Board of Directors welcomed some community and business partners 
to the planning table in May last year for a strategic planning retreat and 
we walked away recharged and ready to up the needs for the business 
community over the next 3 years. 

Over the course of the year theOver the course of the year there will be many ways we will celebrate our 
50th anniversary, our charter members, and all our member businesses. 
Keep an eye on the ChamberGram for the 1972 Profiles on our charter 
members that we feature in each edition as well as our Business 
Before/After Hours calendar for events at some of these locations. 

TTo commemorate our 50th anniversary, the Chamber will be sealing a time 
capsule at our Annual Auction & Dinner on September 15th. The theme is 
“Celebrate Athens” and we will be inviting member businesses to 
contribute to the time capsule over the coming months – stay tuned. 



2021 Year in Review



L: 2021 Annual Award Winners: The Athens Farmers Market (Holzaepfel Economic Impact); Susan Barga 
(Community Support); Bagel Street Deli (Small Business of the Year); Jessica Thomas (Distinguished 
Service); and Emily Latta (Young Professional of the Year) R: Ambassador of the Year Angela Carter.



Are you ready 
to make a 
difference?

www.athenschamber.com/ambassador


50th Anniversary Gala
THE ANNUAL DINNER MEETING and

Kindred Market
Fairfield Inn
L'Heureux Properties
OhioHealth

Ohio University Inn
United Seniors
We Welcome



www.athenschamber.com/50th


Breaking Ground in 
Nelsonville

Milo’s Whole World Gourment staff, project leaders, and Chamber staff 
at the groundbreaking event on December 16, 2021. Photo courtesy of MWWG.

https://athenschamber.com/events/business-before-hours-2-2022-02-16/


www.cornwellpropertiesathens.com
www.copperheadbaseball.com
www.shrivershospice.com
www.wewelcomebox.com


2021 Trailblazer Award Winners

http://personnelplus.org/?p=1514


www.ssj.finance
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